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SUB J : GE POWER PLANT BID STILL IN RUNNING 
REF: ABIDJAN 1778, LAGOS 1962 

1. GE REP MADDOX (EDHOLM'S ASSISTANT) ARRIVED EVENING OF 
MARCH 3 AND WAS JOINED BY VICE PRESIDENT STEELE, KITTREDGE, 

AND CULL FROM US EVENING OF MARCH 4. EMBASSY DISCUSSED 

PROS AND CONS OF THEIR TRYING TO SEE GENERAL GOWON WITH MADDOX BUT 
STEELE AND THE OTHERS DECIDED POSTPONE EFFORT MAKE CONTACT AT THIS 
LEVEL AT LEAST UNTIL (1) IGHELLI GAS TURBINE INSTALLATION (NOW 
MORE THAN FIVE MONTHS BEHIND SCHEDULE) WORKING SATISFACTORILY 
AND (2) SAPELE POWER PLANT DECISION MADE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 

2. DURING WRAP-UP OF VISIT WITH CHARGE MARCH 7, STEELE EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION THAT HE HAD BEEN ABLE DELIVER ALL OF GE'S POINTS 

TO NEPA GENERAL MANAGER DIKKO, CONFIDENCE THAT UGHELLI WOULD 
START UP SOON (PERHAPS THIS WEEK), AND APPRECIATION FOR EMBASSY 
SUPPORT AND SERVICE. ACCORDING TO CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
OBTAINED BY GE, NEPA BOARD MET FEBRUARY 28 AND DECIDED ASK 
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO CHOOSE BETWEEN BROWN BOVERI 
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MAKE RECOMMENDATION OF ITS OWN BUT FORWARDED ALL DOCUMENTS 
INCLUDING CONSULTAT'S EVALUATION (SHOWING GE LOW BIDER BY 
MORE THAT $14 MILLION) AND RECOMMENDATION (THAT BROWN 
BOVERI SHOULD RECEIVE THE AWARD BECAUSE GE DID NOT FULLY MEET 
DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS). GE MADE WRITTEN OFFER FEBRUARY 6 TO 
PROVIDE DOUBLE SHELL DESIGN (AT INCREASE OF LESS THAN $1 
MILLION) WHICH, ACCORDING TO STEELE, IS INFERIOR TO ORIGINAL 
SINGLE CASING DESIGN BUT ANSWERS THE CONSULTANT'S MAIOR 
TECHNICAL OBJECTION. 

3. CHARGE’ AND EMBOFFS AGREED TO EXPRESS EMBASSY INTEREST IN 
BID OUTCOME TO HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS IF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS 
ITSELF. 

CROSBY 
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